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Fifth Grade: United
States Studies:
beginnings to 1877
Tenth Grade:
United States
History to 1877

Geography
• Geography of the

Atlantic world,
including the
Americas and
England

• Preparations for
and challenges of
a transatlantic
voyage

Fifth Grade
1. Locate physical features that impacted the
exploration and settlement of the Americas.
4. Explain effects of European exploration
during the Age of Discovery upon European society
and Native Americans, including the economic and
cultural impact.
5. Describe the early colonization of North
America and reasons for settlement in the Northern,
Middle, and Southern colonies.

Tenth Grade
1. Contrast effects of economic, geographic,
social, and political conditions before and after
European explorations of the fifteenth through
seventeenth centuries on Europeans, American
colonists, and indigenous Americans.
• Contrasting European motives for
establishing colonies
Examples: religious persecution, poverty,
oppression
• Explaining how mercantilism was a motive
for colonization

Economics
• Challenges to

surviving the
early years of a
new colony

• Colonial
agriculture,
hunting and
fishing

Fifth Grade
4. Explain effects of European exploration
during the Age of Discovery upon European society
and Native Americans, including the economic and
cultural impact.
6. Identify the impact of trade routes on
emerging colonies in the Americas.



agriculture,
hunting and
fishing

• Cash crops
• Fur trade
• Trade with

Europe

emerging colonies in the Americas.

Tenth Grade

1. Contrast effects of economic, geographic,
social, and political conditions before and after
European explorations of the fifteenth through
seventeenth centuries on Europeans, American
colonists, and indigenous Americans.
• Contrasting European motives for
establishing colonies
Examples: religious persecution, poverty,
oppression
• Tracing the course of the Columbian
Exchange
• Explaining how mercantilism was a motive
for colonization

2. Compare various early English settlements
and colonies on the basis of economics, geography,
culture, government, and Native American relations.

Culture
• Style and

materials for
dress and housing
of European
settler

• Law, justice and
punishment

• Raids, militias
and defense

Fifth Grade
4. Explain effects of European exploration
during the Age of Discovery upon European society
and Native Americans, including the economic and
cultural impact.
5. Describe the early colonization of North
America and reasons for settlement in the Northern,
Middle, and Southern colonies.

Tenth Grade



1. Contrast effects of economic, geographic,
social, and political conditions before and after
European explorations of the fifteenth through
seventeenth centuries on Europeans, American
colonists, and indigenous Americans.
• Contrasting European motives for
establishing colonies
Examples: religious persecution, poverty,
oppression
• Tracing the course of the Columbian
Exchange
• Describing conflicts among Europeans that
occurred regarding the colonies

2. Compare various early English settlements
and colonies on the basis of economics, geography,
culture, government, and Native American relations.
• Identifying tensions that developed between
the colonists and their local governments and
between the colonists and Great Britain

Indian Culture and
Diplomacy

• Style and
materials for
dress and housing

• Contributions to
European survival

• Trade, including
fur, seeds, guns,
and metal goods

Fifth Grade
3. Compare major Native American cultures in
respect to geographic region, natural resources,
government, economy, and religion.
4. Explain effects of European exploration
during the Age of Discovery upon European society
and Native Americans, including the economic and
cultural impact.
5. Describe the early colonization of North
America and reasons for settlement in the Northern,
Middle, and Southern colonies.



• Treaties and
conflict

Middle, and Southern colonies.
• Identifying reasons for the French and Indian
War
• Describing the impact of the French and
Indian War on the settlement of the colonies

Tenth Grade
2. Compare various early English settlements
and colonies on the basis of economics, geography,
culture, government, and Native American relations.


